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In This Issue: 
Eight Solid Pages 
of bellyachia from 
your fave anime ian 
yo | writers! (Bari Bags 
| not included) 
Oh. Nollmageisiate again! ys ee 


V WM Tin ' Devon y qe 


cme to Image, the best little sieazy newsletter west of Carter’s Creek and east 
of the Brazos. Image is published by Panime, a nonprofit anime fan club serving the 
bryan, College Station area. We are an independent organization and damn proud of 


it. 
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siuit and Cast: 

raul Ryan- Super Deformed Editor (449> 596-H7z2 

Jorge Frank- Super Deformed Hatchetman (449) 268-9743 
aa: eee , oe ala (ARG 

Faity Ewing- Saper Deformed Typist Formuia (44%) 


ggestions and submissions can be bounced off these guys by phone ar sy 
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any Su 
uff Cif you want an answer, please send a SASE also’ to: 


mailing $ 


To oe GRR i 35.2 
Hox i335 


College Station TX T7241 


“anna join Panime? You gotta. if you want copies of tapes! Fortunately. membership 
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to Panime is free. Just send a 345 index card with the foilowing infa: 


Name 

Address 

City, State, ZIP 

Fhone (OPTIONAL 

Age & legal signature (Optional, but you must be 18 or older to request copies of 
“sdulit anime’? 

Favorite shaws 


- 


And we're sure vou also want a subscription to Image for your very own, too! Just 


Jorge Frank 

Tear POE 

as 2. tis ; 

College Station TX 77541 | ; 
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e 
{432 Meadowland, College Station 


Fe | 
We aren't showing any great new videos this time- read Jorge's article and ‘ind aut 
chy- but we ARE having a party to celebrate the fact that Panime has survived for 


ig ye a 
attempt the impossible: to be so wacky and obnoxious that Paul's downstairs 
neighbors can actually hear us over their own usual revelry and get ticked oif 
enough to try to ride us out of town on the Southern Pacific, at which point we all 
sile into Alex’s car and go to Austin or Houston or Dallas and get REALLY wacky. 


Well, naybe not THAT wacky. 
Snyway, we start at 7:34 and end when the last one falls. 
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Cusynight {£2} i988 Unteruare Preductions {a non-orafit, pro-debt organization). All pishts peseryed 2) aPigici: 
3HTHGRS and wupitens. Persission granted to copy this newsletter for non-profit fan digtributian cprivided it. 
wipied in ifs entivety} and is peprint individual apticles fron this newsletter in other pgublicatians Psu iced 
spopis c.edit is. given to the original author(s) and to Image). Ali characters and shows nentisned oP 22 lcc24 
HOpSin ape copyright and trademark of their respective studios. Any infpingenent upon thein apigifa. 4p soo 
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Well, Un. Mik E 


Wrona! As the new 
editer, i thought it was necessary that 
ourselves back on track. As a 


we get 
q = a z a 
resuil, you'll be setting this issue 
fairiy clase ta the arrival of your iast 
TT? 
ssue. | 


n cumstances that are surrounding 
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was unrealistic to think that the club 
would za an under those circumstances. 
Therefore, i have taken over the duties 
as the new editor. That did mean, 
ngwever, another complete transfer of 
power which set us back further than 
we already were. For the time being, 
Chough, Panime is back? 

Wwe bad hoped that our last subsription 
rate increase would be enough to let us 
print a five sheet issue monthly. Of 
gurse, we were wrong. As if turns out, 


we iosit money on the iast issue. BUT, 
that does not mean that we are going 
£0 raise the rates again. Instead, we 
will be alternating between a five 
sheet and a four sheet issue. Also, art 
and articie submissions are desperately 
ceeded. if vou have a talent, for Gods’ 


-3ke, DON’T BE SHY! But enough about 
Lat f, jiet’s get into a little 


Aim for the tep! Gunbuster has_jast 
nade its OAY premiere in Japan. The 


acter designs were created by 
Haruhiko Mikimoto 


‘Macross, UrdussJ. Sadly, he too has 
neem iured by the quick-buck, Super 
“imensionail Himbo scene. Gunbuster is, 
evgidentally, volume one of several Aig 


4 
far the tap? videos. The story seems 
fo be a futuristic, battle robot-sport 
scenario that features an almost 
entirel, female cast ‘you can see 
Minmay in aimost all of 
MeSife Suit Gundam isn't over yet! 
Gundam Sentinel (no relation to 
Rabotech? is a new series of OAY's 
ereduced oy Handai to promote their 
agw iine of plastic kits of the same 


Hecause Panime is run by  coilege 
students, club affsirs cften take 2 
nacKseat to schooi work. Poor Jorge has_ 
heen lilerally swamped with work, so it 


. = 
will be-received_by the American + ie 


them)....— 


name. it looks like they may only last 
ten minutes cach, and will concentra’ 

exclusively on the mecha, itseif. 7 

first episode will be "Zeta Plus”, but a 
release date has been given... 
Patiabar continues to "wow" the 
Kiddies in Japan as volume five prepares 
for a November release. Also slated for 
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a Novemnper release is Gail Force 7: 
Stardust War. 1 think Chone? this will 
he the iast volume of G?F..... 


On the manga front, Appleseed has 
just been released, and was said oui 
cefore my hand could reach the shelf! 
Aliso, the countdown to ¥iz's release of 
Nausicaa has started. Thi 
way, has got all of us in College 
Station placing bets on how well it 


No matter how well it does, i 
certainiy do better than Eclipse’s 
upcoming release of Pirty Psir. Nat 
only have the character designs Seen 
hideousiy altered, but the “all new 
stories are being written oy Toren 
Smith. This makes Eclipse’s @irdy Pair 
FAN FICTION at the worst possible 
level: the national level. Oh well, sc 
much for “quality” manza. 

I've rambled on long enough, sc cow you 
can listen to Jorge (who, incidentaily, 
nas some words we should ail pay close 
attention to)..... 


The Dedine and Fal of Anime 
by Joroe Frank 


Well, no sooner does Panime survive its 
second leadership crisis Cand our new 
editor, Paul Ryan, is working out very 
well, thank you, and taking a grievous 
burden from my shoulders? than we are 
confronted by another crisis. A far 
more fundamental crisis than a mere 
change of leadership. 

if you've been Keeping up with anime 
the last few months, you already know 
what I’m talking about. The quality of 
the recent anime from Japan has gone 
dawn the toilet. And worse, this does 
not seem to be a momentary aberration 
from which the anime industry ‘and 
fandom? can readily recover. This 
decline, to me. is part of an ongoing 
trend. 

As recently as 1984, the anime eee 
in Japan was dominated by weekly 
series and theatrical features. The two 
formats had complementary strengths 
and weaknesses. TY series could be 
oroduced relatively cheaply and were 
he ideal format for bringing long, 
erialized manga stories to the anime 


" 


format. The long serials allowed for 
stories af apic proportions (1.e. 


rato, the Super Dimension series, 
oshiyuXi fomino mecha series) and 
r surprisingly muitidimensional 
characterization (Macross, Maison 
ikkeku, Tauch, even Hokuto na Ken). 
Theatrical features, on the other hand, 
“Gre more expensive and were usually 
seen as a chance for the animators to 
heir artistic chops. The artwork, 
iy the backgrounds, was 
iy detailed, even though 
of motion was not nearly at 
me ievel as Disney animation. In 
st ta the long serial epics on TY, 
usually had 
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a stories. 
©. the dread trend began. 
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OAV ‘(Original Anime Video) was 
iiy benign, a welcome “third 
3 ease of anime 
did not merit the 
atrical treatment. yet 
t to stand as a TY series. 
The GAY also stood as a medium io 
revive concepts that were too far-cut, 
inventive, or just plain not commercial 
enough fer TY or movies, and allow 
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these features to reach their more 
specialized audiences. The GAY coui- 
aisO present a somewhat higher ‘evel of 
sex and violence than was allowable in 
movies or TY. 
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rer-i shows some redeeming fe: : 
if you iook heyond the TaA>, but most 
were. And each of these. in turn. 
spawned endiess sequels. 
The result? Mindless lats and 
cardboard characterization. The cynical 
churning out of products to cash in on 
the new trend. in fact, except for the 
sex and violence, Japanese UAV’s were 
beginning to took jjust like the 
Saturday Morning Kiddie fare shoveied 
out by the likes of Hanna-Barbera and 
Filmation. To quote Kouichi Tsukihashi, 
"Cute sells. Tits sell." So we have 
thousands of male anime fans over he 
drooling aver this girlie anime 43 
cheerfully admitting that all they car 
about is TaA and people gettin a 
to bits. Folks, [1 nave used the w 
“zuge many times without defining it. 
These peopie are zuggs. To be fair 
both sexes, I must point out that 2o4 
of Japanese Saint Seiva fans are 
female and that their interest in the 
show rarely goes deeper than the 
cuteness of the male leads. 
Of course, all this would be CK if the 
cther two media of anime had held up. 
But theatrical animation has become 
too der ecygnietr and the audience too 
1) 


small, justify many big theatrica 
features except those featuring 


established works ike Lupin = fii, 
Maison ikxoku, Urusei Yatsura, 3nd 
Gundam, ail of whicn showed up is 
theaters this year. The last time 
anyone tried something original in 
theatrical anime, the result was Wings 
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mass indifference on both sides a 
SCcean. 

Meanwhile, over on the TY side, tne 
sponsors were heginning to ary up. Na 
one was willing to risk large amount: 
of money on a show that wasnt air 


established. 


And 3: 
serialized Shows ended their runs. 


many af ths 
f : 

anime came in ta fill their 
| The snows that remain te 

LG alah to a younger audience The 


raw 
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here- jpn eae fer by the rh “poth | 
Japan and over here. Perusing th 
Japanese TY schedule, T have come ¢ 
the conciusion that € ity Winter and 
Saint Seiya are the hest anime- in 
fact, the only decent anime- ieft on 
Japanese TY. With all due respect to 
the fans of both shows, i find it 
extremely disturbing that these twa 
shows, which would have heen considered 
merely fairly good had they aired three 
vears ago, (‘against the iikes of 
Hokuta no Ken, Cat's Eye, Urusei 
, oe. _ dump, #irty Pair, 
Teuch., Lupin iii, and Zeta Gundam) 
are now being idolized. 
And thousands of anime fans on both 
id of the ocean were left staring at 
ns and wondering, Why! 
nears a strange 
the history of 
music. An early period of 
Pr esley. Berry. Hally. 
Gaiden Age when the 
Art. The Beatles. ae 
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became 
Th pha. Mocrass, A-slow decline 
gel superficiality. The Bee. Gees. 
pr serge The Carpenters. Sorgman. 
anime fans be forced to continue 
on ine cae ae of the great snows of 
past? Will the period iSTT-1387 
jecome the Golden Age of Anime, never 
a be repealed? A few upcoming 


earniecis inspire nope, iike the anime 
adaptation af Rumiko Takahashi's 
fanma i/2, thick may weil become 
nigger than Urusei Yatsura, but Lhey 
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athars such as MIMAG 
(former iy 
attempted ta ‘Habe at ta Hany nope potential _ahihe 


comic books and. speci al interest Ragazines., He 
purposes and should be supported 6y the anine fans 
0 wish to both learn nore about thalp nabby and 
spread the word about it to the uninitiated because 
wi thout YOUR support, thé fandon wiil no i 
what it has been for 
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e@ Past Pew years 
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T will explain. As fap as I ean tell, in ay wast 
experience a5 an afficer and nenber of the (arguanly) 
largest and sest influential anin® fan cius {the 
Cartoon/Fantasy Gryanization), although the number of 
people exposed io anine has increased prenendausiy 
wer the past fay years, iter af seapia 


actively involved in the fandon has fit sasad 

proportionally #hen compared with one i 

fandom. There ape simpiy nat enough geopie doing 
eogurie 


things necessary to _Spread the vord 3 
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reason for this iS Simpia and inherent to the hohh 
itseli: The Japanese language is 39 bloody Rard ¢ 
translate, and without translations ast potantis 
fans of anime wiili never hecome Ore involved ths 


casual watcher, 


1 inePe are aniy 30 many people wha can 
Hake the prograns wake sense to laymen, and it is nat 
too likely that nore ta Suideniy pop aut af tain 
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ci ing; 
ail of you_reading this eho can $3 8G 34 
and KE THOSE I SLALIGNS AVAILABLE 75 FEGPLE?? 
Send then to the Hany aVvallabia wagazines Gho ane 
ey to publish then. Send them to the fanzines. 
eH at cilib meeting. Maka tien availabie far 
photocopying to ali those who wish =6 «understand 


their fayorite movie or TY episode, Publish then i 
convention rt tae gtijdes, JUST Hake inaes 


Fans: Respect ihe transistars and transiatians? The 
Japanese language 15 50 austract than nany Javanese 
people cannot even understand what is being sain. 
Renenber that ost of the pacple who do this da i: 
silantaridy andaall i takes is one pads commen t 
spout a possible error in translation ta drive af7 
any unsure translator iron evar telling you anything 
eyvep again. it robs us ALL of future infa@nation. i 
realize thai AGGUPAt® GPansiatians are i4 He Sipived 
for, DUt Hake SuP@ you are correct before vou issane 
ine translator is not. 

fall UPYAnIzZatians, Respaci each gainer and try fa veep 
ine pie and wad feeijinags down ta 4 finiaiina, cau 
@e@ the ripst contact most patentiai atina ft jisee 
and we can’t afford f9 scare aay oc Lecauss Wf - . 
feuds. Make your collected fiParratign aesiian.e 
ayeryone intepested and viva tine and satieage ¢ ie 
aay people even if they aniy jae catepedied bp ue 


atow payond 
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a two programs. In time eg OE vee come to see thai 
there i5 sore to anime than 
Publishers: Avoid the pele Fae YOU ape if 
competition with each other, There are 50 fe8 af vou 
as it is, there is ao peason that you cannot share in 
the spread of information. I ask that the fan 
publish rs allow their articles ta se preprinted ia 
the periodicals with laeger circulations ‘(with the 
wiftep’s permission, of course) so that sore peapia 


vill share in the ‘knowledge. There is no giory in 
“exclusive” when there is really mining to he 
gained. 

Rvarpuone: Support the infopmation saurces, ywigever 
they ape, and TELL them you enjoy their work. Ho ane 
MaKaS mich Maney irom these activities and Sametines 
“thanks” can be the oniy reward ior 2 hard Job, 
wiether if he seli-publishing it THansiating. if you 
preciate the information, iat 1% 52 known. Support 
the jlegitinata siaptations af Japanese anine and 
saiiga (ggnics}; ney will lead to mere, Even if you 
aon t iike the particular genic oF anine a the way 
ihe aiapiatian is handiad, penenber tnat aniy if they 
aPa subsgessiui will thera 62 mere, Write fa the 
canpany Pespansibiy ani give then REASONABLE and 
apLPPuL comments; don’t guy ihe baGK OF HOVE iF vai 
mit lixe if, But aiways Penemer thai tere is a 
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sae fhe Aecessapy ftoois ia ufterstand if; you can 
experience anyining in mine that you can in any 
WEOGP YE uiiGas GF sieven $pizisery “avis, Pup thernare ,; 
if iS 4 Wide nediun, encompassing everthing ipon 
Seorts stories to epic fantasy ta fansiiy nelgdrana. 
You Gah be witnessing Kei and Yuri ‘ine DIRTY PAIR) 
wieck bilidings and vehicies in the future one hour 
and easiiv be joiniag Ryo Saebo itne City hunter) as 
He tnwapis fhe aGuysiers in cuppent jToxyo the next 
ROUF. Gu Gan enter the worid of the “bishonen” 
‘heaitirui soevs; of PATALLIRG op, instead chase tha 
witty future of WOIOHS, diene aaternined Hen fight 
ig¢ Suryiyal iff Heghanized Haliie armor. Thane me 
SVinG PROGEAarS Almed at woRen, GAiidpen, adults (and 
BRUGES", if oi know what i man}. and sone apt 
Labyeied FGF GhY SAaRTICUia® sudlenge. Anaiever your 
BeRPSrEehce, Yo Gan Geriainiy rind SOMET: in the 
EGLUA ENAL iil engev. 

(Eo G3 mb Beiie? that the averwneining power of anine 
iii Siway$ acep sane of us antpanced, but has the 
eiiential $4 breath Gul and wap tha worid the 4 
waY it Has enthraiied ine Japanese ior over Three 
decades. sit sore inporiantiy, that power wight one 
way extend $9 the seeningiy inpotant American 
aninaiian indisivy and show those in charge taal nope 
LAG nF j 
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Might iniieed 56 oniy a dpean some of ws have, but 
wiil aay of you disagree that it is a good dpean? If 
fii EALAK 35 we dG, i urge you not fo give ip an 
ALG jst Because vou “san’ anders tand what’s gai 
Ht, ai featn for hose dapanese/Engl is 
RiGvicdari#s, sngiisn s¥n co movie Hansiations, 
Gt Giner petarence natalia i a TRY to understand. 
se8K Gut tngse people have the availiable 
PESGUFieS andi work wilh it to sgive your probien, — 
iui SUPPORT those informative efforts wnich sight 
Giseryise Paii gecause of lack of fan support because 
ve ee Ali she agip weocan get, We're ali in this 
Payee And ine span 


lees we must overcame are great. 


Mis*ConStrued 
Austin Fanair, September 17-18, 988 
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storm missed us by the better par 
five hundred miles. But hey. we 
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